Ford Supports Rights 
Of V ictims of Crime 
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SACRAMENTO, Sept. 5 (AP) — 

, Shortly after a young woman appar- 
ently tried to shoot him, Presidents 
Ford delivered a strong appeal today 
for mandatory prison terms for offend- 
ers convicted of serious crimes involv- 
ing firearms. 

Mr. Ford never mentioned the inci- 
dent that had just occurred on the 
Capitc^ grounds. 

The President had chosen crime as 
the topic for his speech to a joint ses- 
sion of the California legislature be- 
fore he left Washington. 

Mr. Ford told the lawmakers that he 
wanted to talk about the ‘’truly alarm- 
ing increase in violent crime through- 
out this country” and to make the 
point that “it can be brought under 
control only by the best concerted ef- 
forts of all levels of government.” 

Mr. Ford's speech was warmly re- 
ceived, especially when he appealed 
for the rights of victims of crimes of 
terror and violence. 

“Peace on 10th street in Sacramento 
is as important to the people who walk 
and work there as peace in the Sinai 
desert,” he said. “One man or woman 
or child becomes just as dead from a 
switchblade slash as from a nuclear 
missile blast. We must prevent both.” 

The President declared that most se- 
rious crimes are committed by repeat- 
ers and while appealing for mandatory 
prison terms, especially for those 
guilty of crimes involving a dangerous 
weapon, he said he wanted “to give 
equal weight on the scales of justice to 
the rights of the innocent victims of 
terror and violence. 

“Government should deal equally 
•with all citizens,” the President said 
“But if it must tilt a little to protect 
any element more than any other, 
surely it should be those who cannot 
afford to be robbed of a day’s food 
money, those who lack the strength to 



resist, those who even fear the conse- 
quences of complaining.” 

Mr. Ford proposed that Congress set 
an example by providing for manda- 
tory prison terms for convicted offend- 
ers in such serious crimes as aircraft 
hijacking, kidnaping and trafficking in 
hard drugs. 

He also said he advocated manda- 
tory sentences “for persons found 
guilty of crimes involving use of a dan- 
gerous weapon and for repeat offend- 
ers, with or without a weapon, whose 
crimes show a potential or actual 
cause of physical injury.” 

He said he hoped all 50 states would 
follow suit. 

“Far too many violent and repetitive 
criminals never spend a day in prison 
after conviction” Mr. Ford said. 
“Mandatory sentences need not be 
severe; it is the certainty of confine- 
ment that is presently lacking.” 



